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Caban Complicasioms~Mow the United
States may bs Inyvolved.
From tha Detroit Fres Xress, (Denooral,)

The deepatch from Washington staticpg that the British
Mipister had reoeived from the Epglish Consul st Havena an
account of farther outrages upon thé Epglish by Spanish
authoritics, on the high seas, shows a tendency of atfairs in
those waters to bring up the Caban question, as involving the
Unitcd Btates Government, it & DRew shape, and one which
can only-end, agcording to our cansistent policy and theory
from the beginning of our Governmens to tho present day, in
our acquisition of the island. According to this despatch, &
Soanish war vessel hatled an English bng at sea, and tho iat.
ter rofasing to stop, was fired into by the Bpaniarda and sunk.
The British Miniater at Washington 8 zeported-to heve gon-
sidered the matter cf sufficient antbepticity and importanco
a8 to have immediately communicated it to his Government
by the Atlantic cable. .

In addition to thie, it is reported that the English Govera-
ment hes already demanded reparation and indemnity from
the Bpasish Goveroment for the outtgge in British waters,
committed by e Spanish cruiser, upon the American brig
Mary Lowell, and, farther, that compleint has-been made by
the sae power in relation to an alléfed outrage upon the
Lizaie Walton, an English brig. |
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- All theso things. point to difficuliies axd ﬂumﬁucaﬁeni b! '

{ tvoen England-and Bpain -which may’ﬁrfng abont English ifi-

tervention in the Cuban revolution, English ccoupanoy of the:

] ialand for military purposes, or Eoglish aiquisition of it by

aots or reaults of war, or in tho shape of indansity from Spaip,

and the danger, even tho seeming probabiity of such an atl-

tempt or of auch 8 result, immediately invelvos the position

of the United States in relation to it, and what our (osvern-

ment ought to do.
There 18 no obscurity or doubt as to wha' this i3 or should

bo. Qar Govurnment has always aasvmed that tueright cf |

self-protection authorized us to pursue a policy in rolation to

the Island of Cuba which, nnder no other circumstancar, could’ '

we protend to claim a right to onforze in any other part of
the world. We have nniformly held that no power bat Spain .

or the United States should ever hold the island eo lopg as we

could in auy way prevent it. In 1823, daring the administra-

tion of President Mooroo, Mr. Adams our Secratary of State,

instructed our Minister st Bt. James that ¢ the tranafer of

Cuba to Great Britain would be aa evant unpropitious to the
interests of \ne Upion. The question both of ourright and

our power to prevent it, if necessaty, by force, already ob-
trudes itself upon our coucocils; and the Administration 18

called upon, in tte performauce of its duties to the nation, at
least to use all the means wilhin its competency to guard
azainst and foreferd it.” |

In 1826, Mr. Ciay, our Becretary of §'ste, instrue's, duncg
the war between Bpain and her cclon:es, that # if the war be-:
twoen Spain axd the new Republic shculd continue, and the:

islands of Coba and Porto Rico sheuld become the object auzd
the theafre ef it, their fortunes have ssch a conreoction with

tho prosperity of the United Btates that they could not be in-

 different spectators; and the possible contingencies of such a
protracted war might bring upon the Government of the Uni.
ted States duties and obligations the performance of which,
however painful it might be, thoy might not be at liberty to
decline.” - |

Mr. Gallatin, orr Minister in Lozdon, writes to the State
Department, in the same year, that Chatesubriand, in his
speech to tho House of Peers, 8aid ¢ that England oould not.
take Cuba without making war on the United States, and that
she knew 1t.”

In 1837 Mr. Bltevenson, Minister at London, wrote to our
Government that he * felt jnstified 1n saying frankly to his
Lordship, the English Ministor of Foreign Affairs, that it
was impossible that the United States could acquiesce in the
transfer ¢f Cuba from the dominion of 8pain to any of the
great maritime powers of Europe; that of the right of the
United Btates to interfere in relation to these islands I pre
sumed thers could be little doub’ ; that while the general rule
of international law which forbids the interferences of one
State in the aflairs of another was freely admitted, there were
yot exceplions to the 1ule in relatien to the laws of defance:
and self-preservation, which all nations acknowledged, and
that the present was precisely such & caso; that in this view,

and with a single desire to 5,1?11 ﬁﬂ&:rh".f u“‘hﬂ‘élﬁ?%ﬁ’n’&‘ﬁ'
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received in the spirit in which it was offersd.””

Mr. Forsytb, in 1840, instructed Mr. Vail at Madrid : “*Shounld
you have reasons to sutpot any desigas on the part of Spain
to trapsfer voluntarily her title to the island, whether of
ownership or pcsscssion, snd waoether permanent or tempo-
rary, to Great Britain or to apy other power, you will dis-
tictly state that the United States will prevent it at all hszarde,
az they will any foretgn mulitary occupaton under any pretext
whalever.”

Mr. Daniel Webster, in 1843, while Secreotsry of State, in-
structed that * the SBpanish Government has loog boen in
possession of the policy and wishes of this Government in
regard to Cuby, which bhave navor changed, and has boeen re-
peatedly told that the Uanited Btates would never permit the
econpatior of that jsland by British sgents, or forese, nuder
any pretext whatever.” L
 Mr. Buchanap, as. Secrotary of Btate under President Polk,
instruoted our Miuister to Madrid that, ‘ by direction of the
President, I now call yonr attention to the present condition
and future proepee's of Caba. The fato of this island mnat
ever be deeply interesting to the people of the United 8B'ates.
We are content that it shall continue to be a colory of Spain-
Whilat in her porsession we have nothing to apprehend. Be.
sidos, wo are bound to her by the ties of anciont friendship,
and we sincerely desire to render them perpetual. But we can
never copaent that thia island shall ever become the property
of any other European power. In the poasession of Great
Britain, or any other strong naval power, it might prove ruin-
ous both to our dome:lic and {oreign commerca, and even en-
daoger the union of the Btates. The highestand the first duty
of every independont nation ia to provide for its own safety; and
acting upon this principle we should ba compelled to rosist the
scquisition of Caba by ary powerful warititne State with all the
means which Providence has placed at cur command.” And Mr,
Everott, Sccrotary of State in 1852, concluded his notes to tha
Eoglish and French Miaisters, rejeoting all idea of a tripartite
treaty betweon the three powers to guarantee Cuba to Bpain,
by saying: ‘' No Administration of this Government, how-
ever stropg in public confidence in other respects, could stand
a day under the odinm of having atipulated with the greas
Powers of Eurcpe, that in no futore tima, under no change of
ciroumstarces, by no amicab.e arrspgement with 5gain, by Lo
act of lawful war, (sbould that calamity aofcrtunately ocour.)
by no consent of the inhabitants of the 1siand, sbould they,
like the porsossions of Bpain on tho Amorican conlineat, suc-
ceed in making themeelves independent ; 1n fine, by no over-
roling necesstty of self-preservation, should the United Btates
over make the acquisition of Caba.”

It will thas b: sean that we have consistently held, and
Ecrope has been constantly informed, that not only the Uni..
ted States would prevent the tranafer of Cuba temporarily or
permanently to any other power, but alto that we have re-

i fused to prejudice or hamper onr own designs upon it by a
' guarantee of it to 8pain. More than that, however, we have

never sought to conoceal cur desire and intention, if possible,
 to acquire it ourgelves as an essential meaus of defence and

sol{-preservation. |

Under these circamsztances, should the complications in the
rovolution lead to or seriously endanger the possession or
occapaney by the Bpanish Government of the island, the time-
will have come for the intervention of our own Government,
and the acquisition of the 1sland for ourseives at all hazarde..
It will be demanded by our own highest interests, It is de-

glred by the Creole population,snd itis our long-heralded

ohoy of self-defence. {t may not be 88 difficalt as might be

magined. Spain needs money 80 badly, and has such poor
credit as just to have taken a foreign loan at twenty-nine and
a hslf conts on the doliar. KEngland is reported to be preasing
for teparation and indemnity for 8pain. The United States
needs Cuba for self-defence, ond the peoplo of Cunba desire an.
‘nexation. Sarely the pcsition is auch that sll diffionities
might bo settled scooptably by & purchase for cash, were it
not for Spanish pride There are, indications, however, that

even this pride must fall.
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